
Malcolm Blue Farm History 
 
1. Family Tree 
 

Malcolm McMillan Blue’s father, John Campbell Blue, emigrated from 
Scotland with his parents, Duncan and Margaret Campbell Blue about 1768 and 
settled near present day Lakeview, North Carolina.  Their home was located 
where the Lakeview Cemetery is today.  Duncan Blue acquired large tracts of 
land that were divided among his sons upon his death in 1814.  Malcolm Blue’s 
father, John, owned 838 acres of land and settled on Shaddock’s Creek about 
two miles from his father’s home.   
 
Malcolm McMillan Blue was born November 27, 1802, one of six sons and 
five daughters.  Malcolm emulated his father and purchased vast tracts of land.  

In 1821, at the age of 19, Malcolm bought property belonging to John Blue in Cumberland County and soon after 
bought land east of the Devil’ s Gut and north of Old Bethesda Church.  Here, 
in close proximity to the Pee Dee Road, he built the farmhouse circa 1825.  
After building a home and establishing a farmstead, Malcolm married Isabella 
Patterson in October 1833, who died five months later in March 1834.  In 
1843, Malcolm married Flora Ray of the Ray’s Mill family and had seven 
children, four girls and three boys.  His son, John Calvin, served in the 
Confederate army and later became a doctor serving the Carthage and 
Cameron communities.  His son Malcolm James became the first postmaster 
of Blue’s Crossing and built the first house overlooking what would become 
downtown Aberdeen.  His son Neill A. Blue inherited the farmhouse upon 
Malcolm’s death in 1875 and raised his seven children on the farm as well.  
 
2. Bethesda Presbyter ian Church 
   

Malcolm’s father, John helped establish the church at the Head of the Rockfish, which met 
under brush arbors near present day Highland Trails, in 1788.  The first permanent structure, 
a log church, was built circa 1799 along Devil’ s Gut Creek.  This site is located in the old 
part of the Bethesda Church Cemetery where Malcolm and Flora Blue are buried. The 
church was limited in size with two windows on each side and one behind the pulpit.  As 
was customary at the time, two doors were built for men and women to enter separately.  

Narrow boards were nailed to the tops of the bench backs marking the boundary between men and women.  
Worship services were performed in Gaelic as well as English to accommodate Scottish immigrants.   
 
A small vertical frame church replaced the log structure in 1833- the year Malcolm joined the church.  A third 
church, Old Bethesda, was built on land donated by Malcolm Blue with timber cut from the same and dressed at 
nearby Ray’s Mill (corner of Saunders Boulevard and Bethesda Road).  The church was dedicated in 1862 with a 
slave gallery, which quickly became an anachronism when Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863.   In 1882, men and women began to sit together during services for the first time 
in Bethesda history. 
   
Malcolm was also a prominent member of the church.  He was an elder in the 
church for 40 years and Clerk of Sessions for 16 years.  The Clerk of Sessions was 
a position of great respect and trust, and the election of Malcolm at the young age 
of 38 attests to his status in the community.  The session of a Presbyterian church 
was responsible for assuring Christian conduct among its members and could expel 
members not conforming to church mores.  The session was also judge and jury in 
what we would now consider civil cases, the verdicts of which were regarded as 
highly as those rendered by the county court.  Churchgoers within a thirty-mile 
radius would camp out on Saturday to take communion on Sunday.   Tokens were 



used to admit members to the sacrament of communion.   
 
3. Industry and Agr iculture 

 
Malcolm Blue owned large tracts of land, entered the turpentine and lumber 
industry and became very prosperous.  He owned approximately 8000 acres of 
land including the present day Pinehurst Race Track and the western boundary of 
Fort Bragg.  The 1860 census records his land valued at $5000 with naval stores 
(9000 gallons of turpentine and 600 barrels of rosin) valued at $3000.  He also 
owned seven slaves and livestock including swine, sheep, milk cows and other 
cattle.  Two hundred acres of his farm were cleared for farming wheat, rye, corn, 
peas, beans and sweet potatoes.   


